
Mega Patch V3.02

By Colin J. Thomson.. 
E-Mail: colinjt@dircon.co.uk or 

colinjt@videocam.net.au
Internet Site:

http://videocam.net.au/~colinjt

Now for a preview on the new "GEOS" 
upgrade from this side of the pond...

I hope you have all heard of "MegaPatch" or 
MP3 from Germany by Markus Kanet (C64) 
and Wolfgang Grimm (C128). Both Versions 
have the same functions and the same 
Specification, just the basic system 
requirements differ slightly (See Below).

System requirements  MP3-64....
A C=64/128 (PAL or NTSC), a 1541 (for 
installation) and an REU minimum 192K, 
preferably more. GEOS V1.3 upwards 
64/128, US or German Version.

System requirements MP3-128.... 
As above + 1571 for installation, GEOS128 
V1.3 upwards, 64k VDC is required for Both  
MP3-128 and TopDesk64/128, 192k of 
Ram will work but IF you want to use the 
"Task Switcher" and "Spooler" you will need 
MUCH more (the switcher uses 3 * 64k 
banks per Task (128 Version).

1 Meg will be ok although 2 Meg is a better 
option if you want to have a Ram-Disk 
installed as well. For example if you use a 
Ramlink create a 1 Meg DACC or if you have 
an SCPU use the RamCard, up to 4Meg is 
supported.

SCPU recommended (both versions). Both 
Versions support most types of Ram, 
C=REU, geoRAM, BBGRAM, RamLink, SCPU 
+ Ramcard.

This new upgrade for GEOS fixes many 

bugs that are in the original GEOS kernal 
and a lot of new routines have been added 
and improved.  A new TopDesk V4.1 which 
will use MP3's enhanced routines is 
available.

I had been Beta testing the software for 
some time now with various setups, testing 
at 1Mhz and 20 Mhz, HD/RL/
FD/REU etc and it runs very well!

Now its ready lets explore it some more..

Installation   both versions.
Boot your normal GEOS system, then you 
need to run the "Start-MP###" file, I would 
recommend that you copy it over to your 
Fastest Drive.

After some time (Depending on which drive 
you have used) the Packed file will be 
checked. You then follow the on screen 
prompts and select which drive the files are 
to be unpacked to (A to D). You will then be 
asked if you want a "New" mouse driver 
created, very useful if you are using an 
SCPU. It then makes the disk you unpacked 
the Files to "bootable" and then returns you 
to the DESKTOP.

You will be able to create a Boot disk on any 
drive (A to D), but NOT 64net or RAM1541. 
MP3 will detect the current RAM-expansion 
you are using and configure its self for use 
with it. If you wish you can change your 
Configuration by running the GEOS.RESET 
File and  you will then be presented with a 
menu showing your various RAM options 
and different DACC partitions available to 
use.

The first impressions..
The first noticable change after installation 
will be the "Menus", if you move your 
pointer to the menus at the top of the 
DESKTOP or Application your using , you 
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will see that they will now invert as you 
move along the menu, so its much easier to 
see where your "Pointer" is. Click on the 
geos option and the box will be inverted 
where the pointer is as you move it down 
the menu. Your pointer will not go past the 
bottom of a "Pulled Down" menu now, 
something I found annoying before using 
MP3 or TopDesk, but if you dont? like this 
option it can be turned OFF in the 
GEOS.Editor.

Another example, now if you click on the 
"DeskTop info" from the "geos" menu, the 
Info Box that appears is now in colour. All 
Information boxes and Dialogue Boxes in 
ANY programme are now in Colour.

New File-Selector.
I will use geoWRITE as an example, open 
geoWRITE and select OPEN from the DBox. 
And you are now presented with the New 
File-Selector. As you can see all the new 
Options available, change partitions with the 
Disk icon, File Information (Which you can 
turn off, if you like) change the Write 
Protect of a File, you can sort the current 
Directory, select the File by typing in the 
name or by Double Clicking it and now 
there's no 15 File limit, it is now 254 files. 
All 4 Drive Icons will be shown if you have 
the Patches, so you could start a document 
from drive "D" while the Application is on 
drive "C" for example. This is a very useful 
thing to have..

Screen Picture
I did the Screen Shots with MP3-128, It is 
activated by a C= and CTRL key (or with the 
new version of TopDesk click on the New 
"geos" icon). If you have installed the 
GEOS128.TaskMse Application you can 
click both mouse keys. This actually brings 
up the Switcher (The "Screen Picture" is 
one of the options available in the Task 
Switcher).

Now you have a Screen you wish to use, with 
say a menu rolled down, its just a matter of 
bringing up the Switcher and choose the 
Screen Picture option. You now have the 
choice of renaming the Shot or use its 
default using the Current Time, select 
which Drive you want it saved to A to D.  Its 
as easy as that. Note..  RL/HD users, it only 
saves the Screen Shot to the Current 
Partition your using. 

GEOS.Editor
This is the new Configure File where you 



can change a number of options. The first 
box is where you can configure your drives, 
add more or change one, ALL types are 
supported ie RAM1541/71/81/Native, 
RamLink/FD/HD every type of Partition and 
a DOS driver for FDxxxx and 1581 drives, 
allowing you read DOS disks.

Imagine a large Native Partition on your HD 
or Ramlink.  And if you do try a setup thats 
not possible there are Information boxes 
that will warn you of this.

Other options can be changed like 
switching the SCPU optimizing on/off, 
switch to 1 Mhz, Toggle the various GEOS 
menu functions like the cursor speed, turn 
the coloured boxes on/off.

You can install the Printer Spooler, Choose 
a Screen Saver, Reserve a RAM Bank,  to 
avoid conflicts, select the size of the 
Spooler memory and so on. A very well 
though out and easy to use Application.

Task Switcher
You can have up to 9 applications (if you 
have enough RAM) Open and switch 
between them with a simple Key Press. If 
you have say geoPAINT, geoWRITE all ready 
opened in the Switcher, its just a matter of 
jumping from geoPAINT to the Switcher 
and choose geoWRITE all with a simple "C= 
CTRL" key or click both mouse keys. All 
VERY easy no more opening and closing, 
jumping partitions etc..... Update your 
projects First though. 

PLEASE  NOTE...
It is not possible to switch tasks when a 
Dialogue box is open..

You can install a new printer driver from 
within the Application your using, call up a 
DA from any Drive and it will be opened 
from the Current Application your in, and 
the Screen picture mentioned before. 

Printer Spooler
This is very useful, obviously it can not be as 
good as the PC systems but it works very 
well. If you have the Spooler option turned 
on, upon selecting the file for printing from 
the file menu the normal DBox pops up, 
after clicking "ok" for printing an indicator 
appears up in the corner of the screen 
showing the percentage of Ram used while 
the doc is being "Dumped" into memory for 
printing later. A pre determined time can 
be set in the GEOS.Editor before the 
Spooler "jumps" in ready for real printing of 
the Doc or you can turn it off and start it 



from the Switcher. The Spooler also has an 
indicator that shows the percentage of 
memory used.

You can also change the Active printer from 
here as well before you print and have the 
choice of choosing how many copies you 
want to print, select pages odd/even and so 
on.

Technical Specifications.
* Optimized for faster running, even 

without a SuperCPU.
* MP3-128 optimised in both 40 and 80 

Column modes.
* Ram Access and Printer Access and Hard 

Drive Access with SCPU at the FULL  
20Mhz. 

* Special 16 Bit "MoveData" routine approx 
1 Meg per second!

* SCPU optimisation is faster than the 
patches supplied on the Utilities disk.

* RamLink/SCPU bugs are bypassed.
* New disk drivers, ALL  types supported.
* New panicbox.
* New getstring routine.
* New and improved menu functions.
* Assorted Screen Savers, One even has 

music!! (MP3-64 only)   
* New Information Boxes and New 

File-Selector box all in colour.
* Install Backdrop Images.
* TopDesk V4.1 is year 2000 compatible 

and you can install a Back Screen picture.

NEW
MegaPatch V3.02 is fully compatible with 

64NET,  so your PC HardDrive will be 
accessed at the full  20Mhz and you can use 
you PC printer for printing Geos files from 
MegaPatch as well..

Both Versions come with a Printed manual, 
and you can order latest version of TopDesk 
V4.1 + MP3.02 at a special price.

I am not sure when "Windesk" (which will 
look very much like a PC one) now called 
"geoDesk" will  be finished, but you can look 
at some ScreenShots of it on Wolfgangs Site. 

I can also Highly Recommend TopDesk64 
and TopDesk128, (now up to V3.5) a 
replacement DESKTOP, a good upgrade to 
the Standard  GEOS system and will of 
course work with MP3. An REU is required 
and 64k VDC is needed for TopDesk128.

Thanks must go to Markus Kanet for the 
idea of MegaPatch and MP3-64 and to : 
Wolfgang Grimm for adapting it to the 
C128 and continuing to support it on 
his own..

Formats available :-
MP3-64 1541 or 1581,
MP3-128 1571 of 1581.

Available from :-
Wolfgang Grimm (MP3 both versions) and 
TopDesk64 or 128 and other Geos 
software..



Britta & Wolfgang Grimm
MegaCom Software
Langenfelder Hof 1
D-78652 Deisslingen
Germany
E-Mail:  megacom.software@bluewin.de
Internet:  http://www.mcsoft.de

PATCHES
The Patches are now ready for ALL the main 
geos Applications 64/128 and available from 
Werner Weicht's Site :-
http://home.t-online.de/home/wweicht 

and my Site :-
http://videocam.net.au/~colinjt/

Patches for the Year 2000, i.e. for 
geoWrite/Pub/Merge/Laser etc are 
available..

So please pay the Shareware fee..

(Note: All trademarks and copyrights are 
acknowledged as belonging to their 
respective owners.)


